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Tour Summary 

A word of warning to the reader(s): If superlatives make you cringe, this is not the trip report to read. If you find 

yourself often envious of the great good fortune of others, give this one a pass. If FOMO is something you often 

speak to your friends, family, or therapist about, Beware. For the following is a detailed account of one of the 

most absurdly successful tours I've had the opportunity to host/lead. In fact, we're having to reorganize not only 

this, but another itinerary, to account for the possibilities and potential our eyes were opened to. I say 

"host/lead" because it would not have been possible without the numerous wonderful local guides and birders 

who helped us in our quest on this inaugural SE Brazil MEGA tour. Did we get every possible target bird on the 

month-long tour of more than 700 species possible? No way! We missed several. Well....we missed a few. 

Humbly, this was an awesome (superlative #1 - check) tour. For those not deterred by the above disclaimer, I 

hope this moves you to visit Brazil post-haste and join in the fun! 

Tour Top Ten (as voted by participants): 

10. Ocellated Crake 
9. Vinaceous-breasted Parrot 
8. Brazilian Merganser 
7. Saffron-cowled Blackbird 
6. Crested Doradito 
5. Saffron Toucanet 
4. Black-capped Piprites 
3. South American Painted Snipe 
2. Long-trained Nightjar 
1. Cherry-throated Tanager 
 

Dawn saw us in the unremarkable lobby of the Ibis Hotel in Belo Horizonte, Brazil on Day 1. A few of us jetlagged, 
most toting impossible kilos of gear to continue to Antarctica on the heels of this month's tour, all of us familiar 
to one another as birders. I always love the enthusiasm of the first day! In fact, several of us were known to one 
another from previous tours, and everyone on board was well-travelled in his/her own right. I always get jitters 
on the first day, or night before. This day was no different, except knowing this was a marathon 29 days. As we 
drove West towards our first port of call at Sao Roque da Minas, in search for the enigmatic and oft-missed 
Brazilian Merganser, I was thinking: man, I really hope this goes well. Starting the tour with a likely Dip is soooo 
risky. Upon arrival to Serra Canastra, it took us a twenty-minute drive and 5-minute walk before we were all 
looking at a pair of endangered Brazilian Mergansers. We had barely even TRIED and there they were! This 
ridiculous luck would set the whole tone for tour for several reasons. The most pressing on Day One Success of 
those reasons, was that we now could consider the unthinkable: Alter the Itinerary. 
 
Serra Canastra NP is one of the best exemplars of high-altitude grasslands left in Brazil. It is an exceptional site 
for many difficult species with disjunct and little-understand ranges, beyond their tie to a vanishing grassland 
ecosystem embedded in the threatened cerrado of central Brazil. Every birder or birding tour would do well to 
schedule as much as three days' worth of time to enjoy birding the grasslands, savannas, and gallery forests of 
the area. They are so incredibly rich! Our plan was to spend two full days at this marvellous site, but our success 
with all the targets the following full day in Canastra. We had wonderful views of Cock-tailed Tyrant, Campo 
Miner, Brasilia Tapaculo, Helmeted and Pin-tailed Manakin, Large-billed Antwren, Scissor-tailed Nightjar, Least 
Nighthawk, all the birds as well as the most incredible Giant Anteater encounter of our lives. We have pictures 
with Caio Brito less than 10 feet from the beautiful creature to prove it! Our brief but extremely productive time 
in Canastra sealed our decision to alter the following days' itinerary to be able to travel to Espiritu Santo to try 
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for one of the rarest, most critically endangered species on Earth: Cherry-throated Tanager. This large deviation 
would require we do well at Pompeu, Serra do Cipo, and Sanctuario Caraca to be both feasible and wise. 
 
Our next stop was a short, but highly anticipated visit with the famous Pompeu Twins! These two brothers made 
the best of CoVid difficulties by scouring the area to find territories of several species of sought-after cerrado 
denizens, and "Taming" them. "Befriending" them is a much better descriptor, as we were witness to the 
process these two enterprising young birders employed to lure the mythical Ocellated Crake into view. The 
reason for real-time learning of their process was that one of the sites they worked with and had been prepping 
was ploughed over mere days before we arrived. The second site they take visiting birders two was very much 
intact, but the Ocellated Crakes there were with young, and therefore did not show. We were stressed and 
depressed when it was announced that we were going to have to try a brand-new site they had just discovered 
but had yet to even offer up worms at. How could this possibly work?!?!? Well, the proof is in the pics. Not 5 
minutes after they started snapping, whistling, and setting out mealworms, we were luxuriating in point-blank 
views of this elusive bird. Very impressed, this was the icing on an afternoon and subsequent morning filled 
with Macaws, White Woodpeckers, Crescentchests, Blue & Coal-crested Finches, and many more cerrado 
specialists. We had to leave Rufous-faced Crake behind, as it was only present in the wet field that had recently 
been ploughed over, reminding us just how to lucky we were/are to see any of these birds that we can. In this 
region, where large-scale agriculture reigns, only land that yields dividends is respected and valued. Everything 
else is endangered. 
 
Serra da Cipo became famous after the discovery of the Cipo Canastero in 1985. At first glance there could not 
be many special birds in the area, given the high altitude and rocky, though attractive, landscapes. However, 
this region is very diverse! We spent one full day birding a few hotspots at Serra do Cipo. We managed to find 
nearly all of our targets, having to leave Marsh Tapaculo a heard-only, as is so often the case with this notorious 
endemic. With relative ease we had amazing views and a fun encounter with the endemic Canastero, short time 
finding the Cipo Cinclodes (currently ssp. of Long-tailed, but certainly its own species given geology and 
isolation), as well as a number of other special birds like the stunning Hyacinth Visorbearer, striking Horned 
Sungem, scarce Checkered Woodpecker, northerly Silvery-cheeked Antshrike, Caatinga subspecies of Spot-
backed Puffbird, Lesser Grass-Finch, Velvety and Crested Black-Tyrants, and many other fun birds. 
 
Sanctuario de Caraca is considered a bit of a "must" on any tour to Minas Gerais, mostly for being a convenient 
high-quality site for Atlantic rainforest birds, as well as the famed Maned Wolf that somewhat regularly shows 
for scraps set out by the former-Monastery-come-private-academy caretakers and cooks. The latter was one of 
our focuses, but was not to be.  Several participants stay up well after dinner, but the iconic canid didn't show. 
Of three visits to Caraca, I have yet to see the Maned Wolf here. I've had great luck elsewhere in Brazil with this 
long-legged, bizarrely endearing species, but a bit of a nemesis here. We also did not come for the Atlantic 
forest birds, as we would spend many of the following days of our tour in prime habitat. Our sights were set on 
Rock Tapaculo, Serra Antwren, and Serra Finch (Pale-throated Pampa Finch). We had fabulous looks and photos 
of each of these, as well as lovely second/third views of Hyacinth Visorbearers. Many firsts were had here such 
as Shear-tailed Grey Tyrant, White-backed Fire-eye, Dusky-legged Guan, Orange-eyed Thornbird, Green-backed 
Becard, Blackish Rail, etc etc. It's a wonderfully birdy site with a unique and fun ambience. Rather than spending 
two nights here, we shortened it to one, in order to get on the road early for Espiritu Santo and the Cherry-
throated Tanager nest! 
 
The deviation to Espiritu Santo added several hours' drive time to an already travel-intensive tour ranging some 
5000kms North to South. For it to be worth it, we needed assurances and great luck. The luck was with us thus 
far. Assurances came when, just days prior to arrival, volunteers monitoring the area of the Cherry-throated 
Tanager found a nest. A nest!!! It was on. We arrived at our lovely accommodations in Vargem Alta with high 
hopes. We left, 24-hours later, all smiles. With a global population of as few as 16 individuals, and as many as 
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25, the gorgeous Cherry-throated Tanager is teetering on the edge of extinction. SAVEBrasil and another NGO, 
with international support, are monitoring the activity of the known individuals daily. With the nest of utmost 
importance, researchers conduct all-day vigilance, every day until nest success, keeping away would-be 
predators and doing what they can to aid the chances of reproductive success. Only brief distractions in the 
form of Hooded Berryeater, Chestnut-crowned Becard at a nest, and a couple odds and ends broke the march 
up to the researcher’s camp, adjacent the nest site. Upon our arrival we were delighted to a dark tail sticking 
out one side of the nest, and a bright red throat and piercing yellow eyes out the other.  We were even more 
elated when the extended-family group of 5 that aid in the foraging and safety of the nesting individual arrived 
and put on a show we shall never forget. Crippling views and distant photos of this unique canopy species were 
obtained as we wallowed in the good fortune of being able to be here at all. What an addition! Many other 
great species were seen this day, as well. Ochre-rumped, Ferruginous, and White-bibbed Antbirds, Giant 
Antshrike, Sibilant Sirystes, Sharpbill, and several mixed-flock species were but a few of these. The carefree 
afternoon following the visit for the Tanager netted our first, but far from last, Frilled Coquette, Swallow-tailed 
Cotingas, Red-rumped Cacique, Rufous-thighed Kite, and others. 
 
By exchanging a night in Nova Friburgo for a night in Caparao, on the border of Minas Gerais and Espiritu Santo, 
we were able to get ahead on high-elevation birds. En route to Caparao SP (containing the highest 2 peaks in 
Brazil) we made a strategic stop for some lowland specialties, not expected on our original itinerary such as the 
uber-rare Minute Hermit, Sooretama (Gray-crowned ssp.) Flatbill, Sooretama Slaty-Antshrike, and other more 
widespread endemics. Our time at Caparao itself was magical. Seldom-birded, the Diademed Tanagers, Buff-
throated Warbling Finches, Mouse-colored Tapaculos, Rufous-tailed Antbirds, Sharp-tailed Streamcreepers, 
Half-collared Sparrows, and endangered Itatiaia Spinetails here are incredibly confiding. Another fine addition 
to the tour. 
 
We finally made it back on the itinerary in Nova Friburgo, ahead in many ways, behind in one - time. We still 
had to get one evening back, which precipitated us staying but one night at REGUA. Turned out to be enough 
time for our targets there. Alas, I'm getting ahead of myself... 
 
En route to Nova Friburgo, home of the Gray-winged Cotinga and much, much more, we managed a pair of 
roadside Three-toed Jacamars. It was not a long drive, but a slow, curvy, one that drained us all a bit. Upon 
arrival, rather than getting too ambitious we settled for an easy stroll through some mixed habitat near to our 
abode. That is, after two Greater Grison - a male chasing a female in heat no doubt - ran up the streambed right 
behind the Hotel!!! Crazy. Grey-bellied Spinetail, Scaled and White-throated Woodcreepers, and a few other 
new species were found during our easy afternoon. This was planned in sight of the early departure the 
following day to head up the famous Pico da Caledonia. This is one of the few easily accessed high elevation 
sites in the country, and arguably the only real shot at the endangered endemic Gray-winged Cotinga. This was 
out main target today, and we had views within 10 minutes of arriving at the top. Of course, we did. That left 
to only attempt the impossible - good photos of the species. 5 minutes later we were left the rest of the day to 
look for other birds to enjoy. Large-tailed Antshrike, Rufous-backed Antvireo, and Bay-chested Warbling Finches 
allowed crippling views and frame-filling photo ops. Rufous-tailed Antthrush would not be seen by the group 
until a few days hence but gave a fun chase. Black-and-Gold Cotinga took very little time to see and photograph 
as it gave its eery, bizarre, whistles from high perches. It was an oustanding morning, with spectacular views 
over all the area, with the valleys cloaked in low clouds, and the peaks shining brightly. The afternoon today 
was also very productive! Orange-eyed Thornbird, Rufous-capped Spinetail, Plain-winged Woodcreeper, Serra 
do Mar Tyrant-Manakin, and several other species were new for us today. 
 
En route to lower elevation species like Brazilian Tanager, Rufous-capped Motmot, Silvery-flanked Antwren, 
Scaled Antbird, Yellow-backed, White-bellied (Turquoise), Flame-crested and Red-necked Tanagers at REGUA's 
productive reserve trails and grounds, we made a couple stops this morning at mid-elevation sites. 
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Optimistically, we chased a somewhat recent report of Brazilian Laniisoma (Shrike-liked Cotinga) to no avail. 
But we picked up outstanding views of so many Mata Atlantica species it really wasn't missed. Grey-hooded 
Attila, Star-throated Antwren, Black-cheeked Gnateater, Spot-breasted Antvireo, Streak-capped Antwren, 
Blond-crested Woodpecker, and Sombre hummingbird were among the 120+ amazing birds seen well today. 
We made it to REGUA with plenty of time to relax a bit before heading out on a Snipe "hunt". Not a hunt, really, 
but a Snipe, and a Giant one at that. After some waiting and listening, we scored fabulous on-the-ground as 
well as flight display views of the local Giant Snipe, in addition to Paraguayan (Pantanal) Snipe. 
 
Restinga Antwren inhabits a truly tiny range of some 80kms bordering the lagoons of the Rio De Janeiro littoral 
scrub wedged in a tiny strip between the ocean and the wet inland flats. There are several sites in which to look 
for the bird, but all the most convenient ones are quite dangerous. Several robberies have occured, with birders 
the victims, all looking for this endangered endemic. Rio is an exceptionally diverse and important, albeit 
somewhat sketchy, state to operate in. Keeping safety as the #1 priority, we chose to add a couple hours' drive 
time to reach a safe place to seek this rare species at Arraial do Cabo. Two minutes after reaching habitat, in 
quite literally the very first bush we walked past, a pair of Restinga Antwrens emerged to greet us! With the 
beautiful white sand beaches the little town is famous for in sight, we couldn't help but take a wee bit of time 
to enjoy, before motoring on, past Rio, to Itatiaia National Park.  
 
For many birders, Itatiaia National Park is the most recognizable name in SE Brazil birding. While Intervales and 
Ubatuba are well-known, this National Park is iconic with a species list nearing 600! IT would seem counter-
intuitive to recover our one night from this destination. But we had done so well with high elevation birds and 
were so far very much on top of the targets for the Atlantic Rainforest, so we cut our stay here to just one night. 
It was a short but productive visit, with only one Dip - Tawny-browed Owl. They were calling loudly near our 
lodge, but never came in. We heard from other groups there previously (of which there were many) that they 
had been seen regularly until the week before. But highlights were many here! Wonderful looks at a wide variety 
of sassy hummingbirds which perched on sleeves and tested beers at Hotel do Ype, great views of cute Eared 
Pygmy-Tyrants, enormous Robust Woodpeckers, singing Black-throated Grosbeaks, a plethora of tanagers and 
euphorias, and a good number of understory/bamboo birds were enjoyed. Tufted Antshrike and Ochre-rumped 
Antbirds performed, Blackish-blue Seedeater was a lifer for our guides, Sharp-billed Treehunter and Ochre-
breasted Foliage Gleaners sat for photos, as did Surucua Trogon, Red-breasted Toucan, and White-spotted and 
White-browed Woodpeckers. Though we ended up seeing all these species elsewhere on the tour, it was a very 
fun and pleasant visit, especially with the audacious hummingbirds. 
 
We arrived at the type locality of the mysteriously local and critically endangered Black-hooded Antwren after 
an absolutely gorgeous, and engaging, drive over the down the Serra do Mar to one of the most revered, 
dramatic, and prized stretches of coastline in all of South America, near Paraty. Paraty in and of itself is a gem. 
This historic town is surrounded by small canals that can be navigated by boat, giving it the quaint moniker 
"Venice of Brazil". The patrimonial and colonial architecture has been well-preserved and maintained, making 
this one of the cutest and more attractive towns to spend time in over the entire tour. As for the Black-hooded 
Antwren, excitement was high upon arriving at the site. This pretty, distinctive little bird numbers between 300 
and 8,500 individuals on Earth. A discrepancy of as much as 3400% from the expected/presumed 250 actual 
extant individuals. What's that mean? Nobody has any idea about this bird, other than it is only currently being 
found on either side of the Mambucaba River in dense secondary/pioneer scrub from 11kms from the 
rivermouth, to near the beach. Even the guess of 250 individuals might be optimistic, indicating this species 
should most likely be elevated to Critically Endangered from its current Endangered status. Unfortunately, we 
didn't really see the bird. At least not the first evening's try. 
 
The following morning, after a fun night out in Paraty, we went back and found 5 different individuals included 
two mated pairs! We also had an all-around incredible time birding the site scoring fantastic looks at White-
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eyed Foliage Gleaner, Lemon-chested (Rio de Janeiro; sure split) Greenlet, White-barred Piculet, Yellow-eared 
Woodpecker, Plain Parakeet, Black-tailed Tityra, endemic Fork-tailed Pygmy Tyrant, Gray-headed Tody 
Flycatcher, Riverbank Warbler, and many more. 
 
We headed down the coast towards Ubatuba, stopping for lunch and some amazing feeder action at Ninho da 
Cambacica Lodge. An incredible 13 species of hummingbirds, including endemic Black Jacobin, Saw-billed 
Hermit, Frilled and Festive Coquettes (WOW!), Violet-capped Woodnymph, and Sombre Hummingbird, swarm 
the feeders here. And I do mean swarm. It is truly an impressive sight! Some 5 kilos of sugar is needed, per day, 
to feed the masses here at high season. Unreal. The decks and Lodge, situated at the top of a small overlooking 
vast forest, are a great place to look for raptors. Mantled Hawk, Black Hawk-Eagle, and Black-and-White Hawk 
Eagle all put in appearances during our two-hour visit. Green-backed Trogon, Channel-billed Toucan, and a pile 
of Tanagers and Euphonias combined with healthy, home-grown, delicious food made this a highlight of the 
tour. 
 
In the afternoon we visited the Casa da Farinha, a historic mill where exiled/runaway slaves escaped in the 
1700s to process cassava for tapioca flour long ago, as well as grow sugar for cachaca and other typical usages. 
The Fazenda it sits upon has some of the best and most pristine lowland forests and streams in the region. 
Unfortunately, the trail was in disrepair, so we were confined to birding the more open areas, which worked 
out beautifully. We scored a benchmark bird for one of the participants in the form of Buff-bellied Puffbird, as 
well as the endangered Buff-throated Purpletuft. This was the only site on the tour we encountered the 
purpletuft. Other fabulous birds were White-bellied Seedeater, our first Sao Paulo Tyrannulet, and our only 
Chestnut-bellied Seed-Finch of the trip. 
 
We had the better part of the following morning for birding Fazenda Angelim, before departing for the highest 
city in Brazil, Campos do Jordao. Though only a couple hours, our time at Angelim was truly unforgettable. The 
bamboo....like ALL the bamboo...was seeding. 
 
Seeding bamboo is a big deal. One can make several visits to the mountains of Brazil and never hit it quite right. 
After all, the bamboo species favored by the birds of Brazil for their seeds only produce every 7-10 years, 
depending on the species. Then, regrettably, they die. Then they must die back, decompose, and only then does 
the new bamboo from said seeds come back to thrive and ultimately reach maturity 7-10 years later. To hit 
seeding bamboo is a lucky privilege. Within minutes of arriving at Fazenda Angelim we tracked down the two 
bamboo-dependent seedeaters, and grassquit - Buffy-fronted and Temminck's Seedeaters, and Sooty Grassquit. 
Uniform Finch we had already seen, but found again, along with some incredible understory flock action starring 
(drumroll) Salvadori's Antwren! If seeing the seedeaters wasn't enough, after running into a couple Red-
crowned Ant-Tanagers that were accompanied by Black-capped Foliage-Gleaner and others, I decided to just 
hit a couple calls for the Salvadori's Antwren. This species is commonly missed on tours and will likely be 
upgraded to "Endangered" from "Vulnerable". Given its habit of staying quiet and keeping to itself except when 
in a mixed flock, it's easily overlooked and underdetected. Anywho, a male came flying at me, hellbent it 
seemed, perched not 10 feet away and began to sing. The female of the pair flew in to a branch just below 
moments later. Boom! They continued to follow us, giving incredible photo ops and crippling views, for several 
minutes. Gray-headed Kite, Bicolored Hawk, Yellow-throated Woodpecker, Unicolored Antwren, Swallow-
tailed, Pin-tailed, and White-bearded Manakins, Large-headed Flatbill, Trilling Gnatwren, and our only Solitary 
Sandpiper of the tour were on the highlight reel, but it was Spotted Bamboowren that stole the latter half of 
the show that morning. Singing from a dense tangle connected to the bamboo forest by a lone fallen branch, 
spanning the gap, with a light covering of vines, inspired us to attempt a decent view of this notoriously 
frustrating, commonly heard, bamboo specialist. With a wee bit of patience, and strategic speaker placement, 
the Bamboowren in question hopped right along the lone branch we were intensely scrutinizing, slowing mid-
branch to rethink his decision. Upon arriving to the safety of the bamboo on the far side, rather than diving in 
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headlong as they tend to, it stopped, looked back, sang for a few seconds, then disappeared. That folks, is as 
good as that species ever gets!!! 
 
After nearly two weeks of listening to Bellbirds chiming out from all around us, we decided to make a couple 
strategic stops en route to Campos do Jordao for that species, as well as Orange-breasted Thornbird. Neither 
disappointed. We had several singing Bellbirds in the scope, sitting up for photos, and the Thornbirds, which 
seldom behave, sat there preening. Ridiculous! 
 
Campos do Jordao is a magical and fun place. The northernmost site for native Araucaria forest, it is also one of 
the best places for Vinaceous-breasted Parrot and the many high elevation specialists of the southern Serras. 
After a brief break at our Bavarian-style digs (the whole area is quaintly styled and structured so), we headed 
out with local guide Thiago to track down some tough birds. Track he did, scoring us two of our Top Ten birds 
of the tour - the adorable, Ferby-esque Black-capped Piprites, and the rare, waning, araucaria specialist 
Vinaceous-breasted Parrot. We had wonderful looks, photos, gorgeous lighting, on each. The scenery was 
spectacular, sunset one of the best, and we managed views of some other very tough birds like Rufous-tailed 
Antthrush, Brown-breasted Bamboo Tyrant, and others. We stuck around the area, until after dark, fingers 
crossed that Long-trained Nightjar might appear. Arguably, Long-trained Nightjar is the most spectacular of all. 
With the longest-measuring plumes, soft and ribbon-like in flight, and a bouncing flight style, clapping eyes on 
one of these is likened only to Pennant-winged Nightjar of Africa in astonishment thus induced. Before the star 
was to appear, a pair of lovely Rusty-barred Owls popped in for the paparazzi. Then the Nightjar appeared, 
spotlight deployed, and a collective gasp said all that need be said. 
The following morning was spent in search of a few other species, though little new was found beyond an 
obliging and downright curious Hellmayr's Pipit, and feisty Green-crowned Plovercrests putting on a show. 
 
We scheduled in a brief visit to a new site on the birding map, near Sao Paulo: Sitio Macuquinho. Adding a night 
in Salesopolis to the itinerary allowed us a full afternoon and evening at this wonderful lodge that opened its 
doors to the public just 10 months prior. The main claim to fame for this place is the feeder setup during Winter 
(May-Aug) and the access to one of the rarest birds on the tour, the Sao Paulo form of Marsh Antwren, which 
will surely be split into Sao Paulo and Paraty Antwrens. But there is so much more now! The owners set up a 
hide and began putting grain out months before they even opened. Before we showed up, the most sought-
after experience at the hide was enjoyed Brown Tinamous feeding amongst the White-tipped and Gray-fronted 
Doves. We arrived on a very auspicious day. The expected species, with the addition of Pileated Parrot, all 
showed including Bertoni's Antbird, the antwren, and others. The big surprise was a lone Spot-winged Wood-
Quail that wandered in! Numerous photos and videos were had of this reclusive, though widespread and 
somewhat common bird. Good views of Wood-Quail are hard won. That was the very first day the Wood-Quail 
had appeared at the hide, ever. We had the good fortune to witness it. 
 
It was off the Peruibe, after a brief stop at a wetland near Salesopolis for a few waders, waterfowl, Yellow-
browed Tyrant, White-crested Tyrannulet, Pearly-bellied Seedeater, etc. Peruibe is an important site on the 
itinerary, in that it was the only likely site for a good few endemic species. If we dipped there, we would likely 
have dipped full stop. We didn't. A full afternoon seeking out the gorgeous Black-backed Tanager, rare White-
necked Hawk, stunning Scarlet Ibis, and recently-split Mangrove Rail was wildly successful, yet again. The 
following morning, we headed to a special site where exceptionally range-restricted and colorful Red-tailed 
Parrot amasses to enjoy fruiting trees in the morning was great, despite the recently arrived low pressure that 
certainly put a damper on good photo ops. We had a great many birds this morning here, through the Parrot 
was by far the most exciting. We visited a few other sites near Peruibe to get even more targets like Ochre-
collared Piculet, Crescent-chested Antbird, and Squamate Antbird. The remainder of the day was spent driving 
inland, towards Paricicaba, yet another addition to the itinerary. 
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Originally, we had planned on spending a night or two at PETAR, near Intervales. Recent record rainfall washed 
out the road access to the lodge and sanctuary. We were forced to scrap it, unfortunately....or, perhaps, not so 
unfortunate. With the extra nights, we decided to make two changes to the itinerary - add a night later on at 
Joinville, for the extension, and add a visit to Tanqua wetlands, in the Paricicaba/Tiete river basin, for some 
good chances at Rallids, Crested Doradito, and other awesome birds not expected whatsoever on the original 
itinerary. It was an incredible addition!!! Though, next tour, we'll need slightly bigger boats. 
Tanqua was awesome. We saw more than 100 species on that boat ride. One of the most productive mornings 
of the tour. Most notably, the Rallids were exceptional. Spotted Rail was uncommonly obliging, coming out to 
sing not 20 feet from us, in full view. Two Yellow-breasted Crakes were new for nearly everyone on the tour, 
save guides, and allowed great photo ops. Rufous-sided Crake played a wee bit harder to get, at least at first. 
Ultimately, one walked right out into view and stood for photos. Crested Doradito was the showstopper, and 
only Top Ten bird scored that morning, though the above mentioned were certainly nominees! With little 
prompting, this striking little beauty flew right in to within 15 feet of us to sing, display, and just show off in a 
general sense. Yet again, amazing photo ops of an exceptional species. This addition will most definitely become 
a fixture on the tour from here forward. Good call Tatillana! 
 
The following day we awoke to the sounds of Variegated Antpittas, Short-tailed Antthrushes, Bellbirds, and all 
manner of exciting possibility in the premier birding destination of Brazil's Atlantic Rainforests - Intervales State 
Park. We had two full days to explore the various trails and dirt roads of Intervales, logging an incredible 250+ 
species in that time. Our fabulous local guides knew every territory, every lek, nesting sites of the most desired 
species, and hand-fed a lifer for all of us: Red-and-White Crake. It was a fabulous place, with Variegated Antpitta 
the only target left behind. The mosaic of habitats we explored, mixed flocks we perused, fruiting trees we 
scrutinized, all led to this being the single most productive location of the tour in terms of endemics. Many of 
those endemics, however, we had seen previously, though with a good few exception and some truly rare and 
wonderful birds not endemic, but seldom seen nor seen so well. Our stay was on par with the rest of the tour - 
spectacular. We had more than 150 species in just one morning's walk/drive. Wonderful! Highlights of our time 
at Intervales included Solitary Tinamou, Black-fronted Piping-Guan, Spot-winged Wood Quail, Pavonine Cuckoo, 
Dusky-throated Hermit, Purple-crowned Plovercrest, White-necked and Mantled Hawks, Surucua and Black-
throated Trogons, Rufous-capped Motmot, Buff-bellied Puffbird, Saffron and Spot-billed Toucanets, Pileated 
and Blue-bellied Parrots, Spot-backed, Giant, Tufted, and the rare White-bearded Antshrikes, Rufous Gnateater, 
White-breasted Tapaculo, Short-tailed and Such's Antthrushes (both sat preening, in the scope, both 
photographed!), 9 species of Foliage-Gleaners and Treehunters (all of em, basically), Hooded Berryeater, 
Cinnamon-vented Piha, Bare-throated Bellbird, Greenish Schiffornis, Wing-barred Piprites, Sao Paulo, 
Oustalet's, Mottle-cheeked, Bay-ringed, Planalto, Grey-capped, and Rough-legged (Burmeister's) Tyrannulets, 
Rufous-tailed Attila, Sibilant Sirystes, Black-legged Dacnis, and well...another a couple hundred species. 
 
Uncommonly, we added a participant for the extension, rather than lost anyone! Our regular tour officially 
ended after our time in Intervales, at Joinville/Curitiba. Since everyone attending the main would go on to the 
extension, plus one fun addition, we could bird seamlessly for our target species. The area around Joinville is 
very diverse and productive. It also includes some unique and special habitats on the islands and coastal plains 
nearby that are home to several special, endemic, species. Russet-winged Spadebill, calling within 50 feet of us, 
was not meant to be seen. We tried and tried, but light was either waning or waxing making it either too dark 
or too hot to reasonably call the bird into view. The other birds fell into line, ranging from the fascinating 
Canebreak Groundcreeper (never easy) to the exceptionally range-restricted Restinga Tyrannulet and 
Kaempfer's Tody-Tyrant. The slightly more widespread Eye-ringed Tody-Tyrant and the cute, always-being-
mobbed, Least or East Brazilian Pygmy Owl showed nicely. Even Parana Antwren gave outstanding views once 
they woke up. It was a productive and fun couple days, despite getting rained out of our prime owling spot, 
which meant dipping Black-capped Screech Owl, unfortunately. 
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The lengthy drive to Urupema was more than worth it! We made it in time to enjoy the grounds of our luxuriant 
accommodations here, as well as the Spumanti, fruit, and cheese welcoming we were proffered. Chestnut-
backed, Blue-and-Yellow, and Diademed Tanagers awaited us at the feeders here, and we had an outstanding 
afternoon after taking a bit of rest. Our first stop was to target several species with small, more southerly, 
distributions than we had accessed. Namely, Long-tufted Screech Owl (at nest box), Planalto Tapaculo, Long-
tailed Cinclodes, Striolated Tit-Spinetail, Freckle-breasted Thornbird, Black-and-white Monjita, Azure Jay, Thick-
billed Saltator, and the stunning Black-and-Rufous Warbling Finch. We had great success with each, most giving 
stellar photographic opportunities. The following morning, we had little time to bird, as the long drive to Sao 
Francisco de Paula would be made even longer by some recently-received information. The recently described 
Tropeiro Seedeaters, were in! This meant adding about 90 minutes to already lengthy travel. So, after enjoying 
an amazing breakfast at the Pousada Faldum, we headed straight for the seedeater. 5 hours later, we stepped 
off the van at the Seedeater site, and were immediately greeted by its song!!! Incredible luck, as the birds 
arrived just two days prior to our arriving in the area. Scope-filled views, pics of a male in full song, all manner 
of looks were enjoyed, before driving another 90 minutes to track down lunch. It was a long day, to be sure, but 
seeing on the World's youngest and least understood endemics was such a treat. 
 
Later that evening, we headed out to some small wet grassland in search of none other than the striking Saffron-
cowled Blackbird. Thanks to Patagonia and other conservation partners in Argentina and Brazil the Blackbirds' 
numbers have stabilized somewhat from their plummet. But this bright species was certainly headed for 
extinction with all the pesticides, herbicides, and habitat alteration taking place in its small range. Arriving to a 
known hotspot for the species, we found not just a few, but a few dozen! Alates (termite in winged phase) had 
hatched, and the Blackbirds were going through all sorts of acrobatics and sallying flights to catch the 
scrumptious, nutritious insects. In the same damp grassy ditch was a pair of the rare Straight-billed 
Reedhaunter, as well as large numbers of Yellow-rumped Marshbirds, Hooded Siskin, Lesser Grass-Finch, and 
more. We ended the day watching a few dozen Red-spectacled Parrots cruising in to their roost site. What a 
show!!! 
 
Lagoa de Peixe was most certainly the star site of the post-Tour, despite so many special endemics seen at the 
other locations. It was just...different. It was open! It was sunny. It was beautiful atlantic waters and beaches, 
vast marshes, and wet grassland, it was a completely new scope for the tour. It was the perfect ending. 
Essentially all the birding is done by accessing a variety of saline to freshwater marsh and wet grassland habitats, 
with very little attention paid to the scrub as that habitat yields little. We rode in open safari vehicles, walked 
across the sand, sunk to our shins in mud, and had an all-around wonderful time. Given that we had spent most 
of our time in dry upland, rainforest, and montane forest, many of the birds we saw in this area were new! 
Great way to finish strong. The most exciting moment of the extension was when three South American Painted 
Snipe flushed, after having squished and slogged through a half mile of muck and mud. We were just about to 
give up when Boom! We quickly figured out what the birds were doing and where they were hiding and 
discovered no fewer than 6 individuals. It was awesome!!! And such a messy fun little adventure. But here were 
many, many wonderful sights, and sounds. The highlights for time at Lagoa de Peixe National Park include 
Spotted Nothura, Greater Rhea, Southern Screamer, Black-necked and Coscoroba Swans, Ringed, Brazilian, 
Silver, and Yellow-billed Teal, Yellow-billed Pintail, *Black-headed Duck*, Giant and Grey-cowled Wood Rails, 
Plumbeous Rail, Spot-flanked Gallinule, Plumbeous Ibis, American Golden-Plover, Hudsonian Godwit, Buff-
breasted Sandpiper, Brown-hooded and Grey-headed Gulls, Yellow-billed, Large-billed, Common, Royal, 
Sandwich, and Snowy-crowned Terns, Black Skimmer, Maguari and Wood Storks, incredibly cooperative 
Pinnated and uber-rare Stripe-backed Bitterns, all the Herons, Long-winged Harrier, Chimango Caracara, Wren-
like Rushbird, Curve-billed Reedhaunter, White Monjita, Spectacled Tyrant, Many-colored Rush-Tyrant, 
Yellowish, Correndera, and Short-billed Pipits, Brown-and-Yellow Marshbird, incomparable Scarlet-headed and 
Yellow-winged Blackbirds, Rusty-collared Seedeater, Red-crested Cardinal, and so so many more. 
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Thank you so much for our intrepid participants. On this tour we covered some 7500kms, start to stop. We had 
easy days, and we had hard days. Spending a month with relative strangers is always an interesting thing, and 
perhaps one of the most fascinating aspects of being an Expedition Leader is the dynamics as a group becomes 
a functioning, focused unit. From high desert mountains to the coast and everywhere in between, you were all 
enthusiastic, engaged, and appreciative of what a special tour we were getting to be a part of. thank you all, for 
taking part in this exceptional experience with us. I look forward to seeing you again on tour in the future! Until 
then, Bird on... 
 

Forrest Rowland 

Rockjumper Worldwide Tours 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Annotated List of species recorded 

For the species list and more photos, please see the eBird Trip Report: https://ebird.org/tripreport/82588 
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